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without feeling out of their depth.  The Shack’s central message will also resonate with many 
professing Christians in the West who have lived under a wrong perception of God as someone 
they must work hard to please and have, therefore, made their actions the measure of their 
spiritual life rather than living simply by faith in God.  The Shack must be praised for its clarion 
call back to a focus on relationship with God and confidence in Him rather than in our own 
performance.   
 
Despite the pertinence of the book’s message, a note of warning must also be sounded.  There 
are a number of weaknesses in The Shack’s theology.  Its portrayal of the trinity, while creative, 
is potentially misleading.  There is a strong anti-authoritarian streak, and it does not emphasise 
Scripture as the basis for our belief.  It presents an imbalanced view of God’s character, with His 
love highlighted at the expense of His justice, and it lacks a clear understanding of the 
atonement.  As a result, it is soft on human sin, seems to exclude the wrath of God and His 
righteous judgement, and is unclear about whether or not all people will ultimately be saved.  
These are not minor, peripheral issues – they strike at the very heart of the Christian faith.  As 
such, The Shack is potentially dangerous, especially because it places ideas on the lips of God 
that are not consistent with Scripture and because it does not encourage the reader to examine 
the Scriptures to test its message (Acts 17:11).  Its power to move the reader at a deep 
emotional level makes it more difficult, but all the more vital, for the reader to exercise 
discernment. 
 
How, then, should we respond to this book?  If you have read it already and it has rekindled 
your love for God I rejoice with you, but I urge you to be aware of the concerning trends in the 
book’s message.  If you haven’t already read it, and intend to do so, please do not read it as if it 
were simply a fictional novel, which is what the book describes itself as.  Rather, make notes as 
you read, and search the Bible where ideas strike you as fresh or unusual.  Discuss it with 
others and be alert to the aspects of the book’s message that distort biblical truth.  God wants 
us to find strength in His love and His truth, and my prayer for those who read The Shack, is 
Paul’s prayer for the Philippians: 
that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you may 

be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ 
(Philippians 1:9-10) 

 
 

Paul Coulter has produced a longer (21,000 word) review and analysis of The Shack.  
To request a copy or to discuss this review with Paul please email him at 

paul@paulcoulter.net 
 
 
 
 


